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The Big Prairie Township Recreation Planavagnally completed in August 2008 with the assistance of
Donald L. Holley\RE, Consulting Engineer. Tinislated edition covering 2020 through 202das

written by the West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission (WMSRDC) in cooperation
with Big Prairie TownshiBoardand the Big Prairie Township Park Commiss/dhSHC is a federal

and state designated regional planning and development agency senirigc2 governments in Lake,
Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, and Oceana counties.

Cover Roto: Operators Village Day Park, Big Prairie Township Park Commission

Acknowledgeme nts
Big Prairie Township Board

David Wright Supervisor

Judy Baker Clerk

Julie Scott Treasurer

Mary Anderson Trustee

Jackie Thompson Trustee& Assessor

Big Prairie Township Park Commission

JohnClark Chair

Randy VanDam Vice Chair
Sharon Ruehmeier Treasurer
Colleen Ryman Secretary

Sally VanderGalien

West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission
James Rynber@hairperson
Bonnie McGithin, ViceChairperson
Dale NesbarySecretary

Erin KuhnExecutive Director

Project Staff:
Stephen CarlsorRrogram Manager

WEST MICHIGAN SHORELINE
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

The mission of WMSRDC is to promote and foster regional development in West Michigan
through cooperation amongst local governments.

4| Page



INTRODUCTION

¢2 al aNXK@ENI MHzya GKNRdzZAK AdGé g2dd R 0SS Fy LG OKI NJ
before the advent of early settlers to Michigan, the Muskegon River flowed through the loca¢grairi

and majestic hardwood and virgin pine forests on its way to Lake Michigan. As the forests were

decimated and a different type of economy evolved, the Muskegon River was exploited forgduouien

Ay GKS St NIe& wdnaeihiimpodienzdf CrotgroandiHgrdy(DENSs. Thede/lage

reservoirs are a focus for living and recreatfor all who live in the areand for the many visitors who

are attracted by the simple beauty of the area.

The assessment and evaluation of the recreational neetli®tommunity is being undertaken jointly
by the Big Prairie Township Board and by the Big Prairie Township Park Commission.

The resulting plan is intended to reflect the needs of the permanent residents of Big Prairie Township as
well as the needs ohe many seasonal visitors who are attracted by the local natural and recreational
assets and who contribute a good deal to the local economy.

It must be emphasized that the township, through its separately elected Park Commission, administers
the very lage Oxbow and Big Bemdmpgrounds through an agreement with Consumers Energy. This is
a nonprofit venture with all revenues used for operation and funding of improvements to these
campgrounds.

How the Planning Process Works

The purpose of recreationalgnning is to inventory and evaluate recreational opportunities, facilities
and needs within the planning jurisdiction of Big Prairie Townsimg to develop a plan to fulfill unmet
needs or to upgrade inadequate recreational facilities within the comiguni

In order to form a basis for potential applications for State of Michigan funding, the planning process
involves community participation and public awareness. Alsfined needs and proposed projects are
prioritized forthe five-year periodof 2020-2024.

This current planning effort is in essence an updating and revision of an original recreation plan
prepared in 1999 for the periodf 19992004.The plan wagreviouslyupdated in 200&nd 2014

During the planning period, the current Newaygo CouRégreation Plan and other local plamsre
reviewed;not only for ideas, bualsoas a way to anticipate and preclude duplication of other locally
available or contemplated recreational facilities or programs, which would also be available in Newaygo
Couny, and thus available to residents of Big Prairie Township.

It must also be recognized that there are recreational facilities within Big Prairie Township, which while
available to residents, are primarily used by nesidents and travelers from otherates.Thereforethe

LX FyyAy3 STF2NI Ydzad F20dza Rdzrtfte 2y GKS 201t NB
broader nonresident populace.
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COMMUNITY OVERVIEW

The Setting

Within a 30 mile or so drive from metropolitan

Grand Rapids, Bigdtrie Township and Newaygo Figurel

County have long been a recreational destination

for city folk needing a short respite or a seasonal

home. No incorporated cities or villages lie within

Big Prairie Township, which is on the eastern tier

townshipswithin Newaygo County(Figurel) . -

As noted in the introduction, Big Prairie Townshig
is bisected by the Muskegon Riyand its features

are dominated by the enormous backwater lake ¢
Hardy (Dam) Pond, containing in excess,80G —WAYGOCOUNTY
acresDue to its hydropower purpose and

heritage, a large percentage of Hardy Pond
shoreline is owned, controlled and managed by i

Escanaba

Consumers Energy Company. They have beeng |“™" kg s, o= E e
stewards and maintained natural conditions to the NouTgo L o R it
extent feasble. Also, in accordanaeith federal 4 pit B
(FERYPguidelines, recreational opportunities are Bonon Harbor KO0 packon A

provided for the public on lands abutting Hardy
Pond and/or owned by Consumers Energy
Company.

As a resultthe broadly appealing natural setting of Big Prairie Township, enhanced by theaiver
now over 80 years oldind by the heahg regrowth of forests, is botla great yeararound home and a
recreation destination for many more.

The Past

The most recen2017) Newaygo County Recreation Plan aptly narrates the highlights of local history
from Native American presence to early European white exploration/settlement, to lumbering, early
agricultural efforts, and progression to the present. For those interested in more details, refer to the
county plan and its sources.

Climate and Land Use

The climate of the planning area, although with cyclical variations, is moderate and certainly influenced
by the Great Lakes. Annual precipitation is abouB3(0iquid inches of which is 7680 inchesf average
snowfall Weather extremes seem to vary fnoabout 10 F winter to 100 F summer, with summer
averages of about 80 F and winter averages of abot226.
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Actual land use is somewhat governed by ownershith perhaps 60% of Newaygo County land being
covered by foreswith close to 40% of that lygqwithin the Manistee National Forest or owned by
Consumers Energy Company. According to the County Plan, another 20% of forested land area is in
private ownership.

While there is some land irgacultural use, aside from forest areas, much of the renmgiénd use is
for recreational purposes. Keep in mind that about 6 square noleabout 15%o0f Big Prairie Tomship
is occupied by Hardy Pond.

A Big Prairie Township zoninap is presented aSigure2 but it may not be of sdicient detail for
accurate interpretation (Figure2) Additionally,Figure3 displays land use/coveffrigure3)

Water Resources, Soils, Topography

Asthe County Plan states,b Sg @ 32 / 2dzyi& KI & | odzyRIyild adzN¥FI OS
there are fewer lakes within Big Prairie Township than in the rest of Newaygo County, théheisl|

Hardy Pond is one of the larger inland water bodies in the entire state.

Groundvater resources, while plentiful, must continue to be protected from pollution influences and
excessive fertilization from aging septic systamsstructed too close to water featuresd on sites
which would not be acceptable under current guidelines.

Ewen recreational activities can contribute to pollution of water resources and such activities must be
monitored. Some potential recreational expenditures may involve facilities to control potential of water
pollution.

The local topography is a reflectiof glaciation from the last ice age, and the natural erosion of the
past 10,000 years, thus the glacial outwash deposits and moraines characteristic of this area of
Michigan. The 3,90acre Hardy Pond appeareder80 years agdrigure 4 shows topography the
township (Figure 4)

The County Plan contains a more detailed discussion of Newaygo County soil associations, which are
similar to soils specific to Big Prairie TownsHipe soil associations are as follows:

2 CosaeDelReySickles
5 ColomaSpinksMetea
6 ToogooeBoyer

The associations listed above are all sandy types located in glacial moraines or outwash plains and
terraces. CosadelReySickle is more poorly drained and theoretically less suitable for septic tank
absorption fields. Additional dadetails are available by reference to the Newaygo County Soil Survey.
Figureb graphically depicts the soil associations within Big Prairie TownEhgure5)

Fish and Wildlife
The high percentage ddrest coverand publi¢ or quasipublic, land owrership within the township
serves to preserve and enhance wildlife and fish habitats.
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Deer and turkey populations are probably at higher levels than experienced during Native American
occupation. Fishing regulations and fish management / stgchrogramscontinue to permitan

extremely productive sports fishery. Development of land adjacent to lakes and rivers must be
adequately regulated to protect the habitat from encroachment and pollution. Stream banks are best
protected by natural vegetation and rosystems to control bank erosion.

Transportation System

Figure6 illustrates the primary network of state road$igure 6)As in most Midwest states, local roads
are aligned along section lines, but conforming to natural obstacles. There is only okeddoRiver
road crossing within the township, which is at Hardy Dam.

Easyaccess to visitors for the many recreational potentials of Big Prairie Townshépréngth.
Anecdotally, occasional rises in tbest of automotive fuehave baely slowed seasmal recreational
traffic in recent years
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Figure 5

Big Prairie Township General Soils Map

1 Plainfield-Grattan—Brems association

2 Cosad-Del Rey-Sickles association

- Glendora-Abscota-Algansee association
Marlette-Metea-Spinks association
Coloma-Spinks-Metea association

- Toogood-Boyer association

- Adrian-Carlisle-Martisco association

- Pipestone-Covert-Kingsville association
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Figure 6
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POPULATION, HOUSIN@ND SOCICECONOMIC CHARACTERIECS

Population Trends

In this section, population trends and forecasts gme@sented usingactual Census data, American
Community Survey estimates, and forecasts provided by the West Michigan Shoreline Regional
Development CommissidiVMSRDCRefer toPagel5 for tabulation of various county jurisdictions.

The most recent population projections redsed by WMSRDC anticipate a steady to slalelglining
population through 2045 countywide As noted by WMSRDC, population projections are based on
recenttrends and do not consider potential population shiftds such, these figures should serve as a
rough guide when considering future recreation investments.

Tablel
Census and Population Projections ‘
' ~ Actual Census Figures  Estimate '
1980 1990 2000 2010 2017 (est)
Big Prairie 1,202 1,731 2,465 2,573 2,583
Township

White Cloud 1,101 1,147 1,420 1,408 1,38
Newaygo (City) 1,271 1,336 1,670 1976 2,035

Newaygo 34,917 38,202 47,874 48,460 48,242
County
2018 WMSRDC Population Forecast

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

Big Prairie 2,582 2581 2580 2,579 2,578 2,577
Township
White Cloud 1,381 1,380 1,379 1,379 1,378 1,378

Newaygo (City) 2,034 2,034 2,033 2,032 2,031 2,030

Newaygo 48,230 48,209 48,188 48,167 48,147 48,126
County

(West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission, ,ZQ18)
Census Bureau, 2010)
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As shown irmable 2 Big Prairie Townshgnd neighboringommunities saw modest population
increases between 1980 and @M (Table 2After 2000, population growtbegan to taper ofand
growth remaned relatively flaby 20T.

Table2
Big Prairie Twp Census Population

3,000 ~

2,500 -
= 2,000 -
i)
®
3 1,500 -
o /
o

1,000 -

500 -
0 T T T T 1
1980 1990 2000 2010 2017 (EST)
Census Year
== Big Prairie Township =—White Cloud =—=Newaygo (City)
Table3
Big Prairie Twp Population Projections

60,000 -

50,000 -
< 40,000 -
i)
S
3 30,000 -
(o]
o

20,000 -

10,000 -

]
0 T T T T T 1
2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045
Census Year
== Big Prairie Township=——White Cloud =——Newaygo (City)=—==Newaygo County
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The flat growth trendorecastedin Table 2is reflected in the future population projections shown in
Table3. As shown, no significant gains in populatiwa projected forBig Prairie Township, neighboring
communities, o for Newaygo County between 2020d 204. Again, iis important to note that these
projections are based on past trends andrad necessarily accurately reflect future conditioRast
population and futire projectiondfor all of the Newayggovernmental unitsare shown inTable4.

Table4
Actual Census Figures Estimate Forecasted Population
Newaygo County 1980 1990 2000 2010 2017 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045
Total Population 34,917 38,202 47,874 48,460 48,242 48,230 48,209 48,188 48,167 18,147 48,126
Ashland Township 1,751 1,997 2,570 2,773 2,743 2,742 2,741 2,740 2,739 2,738 2,736
Barton Township 558 624 820 717 789 789 788 788 788 787 787
Beaver Township 443 417 608 509 504 504 504 503 503 503 503
Big Prairie Twp 1,202 1,731 2,465 2,573 2,583 2582 2581 2580 2,579 2,578 2,577
Bridgeton Twp 1,562 1,574 2,098 2,141 2109 2,135 2,134 213 2,132 2131 2,130
Brooks Township 2,349 2,728 3,671 3,510 3,467 3,466 3,465 3,463 3,462 3,460 3,459
Croton Township 1,556 1,965 3,042 3,228 3,235 3,234 3,233 3,231 3,230 3,229 3,227
Dayton Township 1,938 1,971 2,002 1,949 1,935 1,935 1,934 1,933 1,932 1,931 1,930
Denver Township 1,422 1,532 1,971 1,928 1,915 1,915 1914 1913 1,912 1,911 1,910
Ensley Township 1,461 1,984 2474 2,635 2,664 2,663 2,662 2661 2,660 2,659 2,658
Everett Township 1,360 1,519 1,985 1,862 1,831 1,831 1,830 1,829 1,828 1,8%7 1,827
Garfield Township 1,822 2,067 2,464 2,537 2,527 2,526 2,525 2,524 2523 2522 2521
Goodwell Township 387 358 551 547 540 540 540 539 539 539 539
Grant Township 2,274 2,558 3,130 3,294 3,268 3,267 3,266 3,264 3,263 3,262 3,260
Home Township 185 202 261 232 230 230 230 230 230 230 229
Lilley Township 568 565 788 797 795 795 794 794 794 793 793
Lincoln Township 885 969 1,338 1,275 1,250 1,250 1,249 1,249 1,248 1,248 1,247
Merrill Township 508 451 590 667 661 661 661 660 660 660 659
Monroe Township 263 247 324 320 317 317 317 317 317 316 316
Norwich Township 450 499 557 607 600 600 600 599 599 599 599
Sheridan Township 2,465 2,252 2423 2510 2,465 2,464 2463 2462 2461 2,460 2,459
Sherman Township 1,810 1,866 2,159 2,109 2,097 2,096 2,096 2,095 2,094 2,093 2,092
Troy Township 199 173 243 283 282 282 282 282 282 281 281
Wilcox Township 772 831 1,145 1,098 1,095 1,095 1,094 1,094 1,093 1,093 1,092
Fremont City 3,672 3,875 4,224 4,081 4,015 4,014 4,012 4,011 4,009 4,007 4,005
Grant City 683 764 881 894 883 883 882 882 882 881 881
Newaygo City 1,271 1,336 1,670 1,976 2,035 2,034 2,034 2033 2032 2031 2,030
White Cloud City 1,101 1,147 1,420 1,408 1,381 1,381 1,380 1,379 1,379 1,378 1,378
Hesperia Village 347 300 364 339 333 333 333 333 332 332 332
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Readers should bear in mind that the local population numbers only come into play when certain types
of locally specific recreation needs are evaluated. In all likelihood, visitors and transient users will place

more demand on local recréian venues than imposed by yesound township residents.

While the overall local population numbers are of some use in estimating size of facilities required,
other population characteristics also influence the type of recreational needs.

Population by Age

When comparing the 2(age distributiondatawith the 2010 censusdatafound in the 2@4 plan, the
distributions werequite similar. (Table 50verdl, less of the population fellithin age groups 64 and
below while age groups 55 and owsacounted for a higher share of the overall population than in 2000.

Table5
Big Prairie White Cloud . Newaygo
Township City Newaygo City County
Under 5 94 3.7 98 7.3% 130 6.8% 2,764 5.8%
years
59 Years 101 3.9% 150 11.1% 163 8.5% 3,015 6.3%
10-14 99 3.9% 83 6.2% 221 11.5% 3258 6.8%
Years
1519 149 5.8% 39 2.% 118 6.1% 3,002 6.3%
Years
20-34 403 15.%% 313 23.3% 467 24.3% 8,009 16.7%
Years
3554 645 25.1% 317 23.6% 393 204% 11,96 25.0%
Years
55-64 448 17.5% 163 12.1% 199 10.3% 7,794  15.1%
Years
65 Over 623 24.3% 183 13.6% 230 12.0% 8,636 18.0%
Total 2,562 1,346 1,921 47,899

(U.S. Census Buae, 2017)

As showrnin Table6, the populationdistribution in age cohorts 19 and under wasdatively consistenas
each cohort maintained population betweerabout 100 and 15(@eople.(Table 6)A higher proportion

of people ling in Big Prairie Township falithin age cohorts 20 years and aboteK S (2 gy a KA LIQ&

largest cohort vas the 3554 group followed closely by the 65 and over group

Compared to the county and nearby gigpulations, A 3 t NI A NRA S ¢ 2 gsyfiuohi&JQ a
generally oldexvith fewer school age individuals, more retirement age individu@iable7)
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Table6

Population

Big Prairie Twp Population by Age
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Table7

Percentage of Total Population

Big Prairie Twp & Neighboring Communities'
Population by Age (as percentage of total population)
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==Big Prairie Township=——White Cloud =———Newaygo (City)===Newaygo County
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Housing Unit Occupancy

Between the 2000 Census andlP@ensushousing units in Big Prairie Township increased by 124 from
1,474 units to 1,598 unit§Table 8\Vacant units in Big Prairie accoadtfor about36% of the total

housing stock, or 582 units. As showTable8, 455 ofthese vacant units wertor seasonal,

recreational, or occasionake which accountetbr about 28% of the total housing units.

Table8
Housing Unit Occupancy
Occupied Vacant TOte.ll
Housing
For Seasonal
Rented, For Recreational,
For Not Sde | Sold, Not or Occasional
Rent | Occupied: Only @ Occupied Use Other
Big Prairie 1,016 7 0 33 7 455 80 1,598
Township
White Cloud City | 467 25 2 20 0 10 13 537
Newaygo City 786 38 1 11 1 18 37 892
Newaygo County | 18,406 272 33 458 108 4,885 913 25,075
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2010)

Race and Ethnicity
According to 207 Census estimateshe race/ethnicity disibutionswithin Newaygo Countgnd Big
Prairie Townshipvere as follows(Table9):

Table9

Big Prairie Newaygo County

Township
Total Population 2,562 47,899
White 2,406 93.9% 44583  93.1%
Black of African American 27 1.1% 628 1.3%
American Indian or Alaska Native 90 3.5% 399 0.8%
Asian 0 0.0% 164 0.3%
Native Hawaii Or Pacific Islander 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Other Race 12 0.5% 1,297  2.™
Two or More Races 27 1.1% 828 1.7%
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 5 0.2% 2,762  58%
Not Hispanic or Latino 2,557 99.8% 45,137  942%
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2017)
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Disability Characteristics

According to 2013 Census estimates, approximately 25.1% &frBirie Township residents were
disabled (TablelQ) Those in the 1864 age chort hadthe highest percentage of disability as compared
to other age groups, with 12.8% of
the total population falling within

this group.

It is hard to draw any conclusion
from these statistics as the data doe
not provide insight into the extent or
type of disability reported. It should
be noted thatthe 2013 census
estimates didorovide information
defining the type and extent of
disabilities for Big Prairie but the
margin of error was extremely high
and, therefore, would not be useful.

Income Stati stics

The data withirTablel1lis
derived from 20¥ Census
estimates for Big Prairie
Townshipand Newaygo
County (Tablel1verall,
the median household
income for Big Prairie
Township was $8318and
the mean or average
househdd income was
$40,458. Per capita income
for Big Prairie was $11784,
which was $,551less than
per capita income
countywide

Tablel0

Disability Characteristics

With a Without a Total

Disability Disability Population
Under 5 0 0.0% | 118 |[4.6% | 118 |4.6%
5-17 years 48 1.9% | 312 |12.3%| 360 | 14.2%
1864 years | 326 | 12.8%| 1,184 | 46.6% | 1,510 | 59.4%
65 and over | 264 | 10.4%| 289 | 11.4%| 553 | 21.8%

Total | 638 | 25.1%| 1,903 | 74.9% | 2,541 | 100.0%

(U.S. Census Bureau, 2013)

Tablell

Income Statistics

?_EJWZ?A:E Newaygo County

Median household income| 31,318 45,645
Mean household income | 40,458 57,616
Per capita income 17,184 22,735
Income Per family . .

Families| Percent| Families| Percent
Less than $10,000 39 5.2% 605 4. %
$10,000 to 14,999 56 7.5% 524 4.1%
$15,000 to $24,999 113 15.2% 1,271 9.9%
$25,000 to $34,999 111 14.9% 1,235 9.6%
$35,000 to $49,999 166 223% | 2,192 17.1%
$50,000 to $74,999 69 9.3% 3,069 239%
$75,000 to $99,999 96 129% | 1,745 136%
$100,000 to $149,999 89 11.9% 1,628 127%
$150,000 t0$199,999 6 0.8% 353 2.7%
200,000 or more 0 0.00% | 229 1.8%
Total Families 745 100.00%| 12,851
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2017)
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IMPACTS OF PHYSICAAND SOCIAL CHARACTHRTICS WITHIN THE
COMMUNITY

It might appear that the relatively low yearound populaion of Big Prairie Township may be attributed
to lesser or fewer opportunities for employment, and reflective of a higher proportion of retirees.

As noted irthe Population Trendsection, the population of Big &rie Township has remained

relatively stableover the past 15 years and is projected to remain relatively stable into the future. This is
not to say that rapid growth could natr will notoccur, as the township grew by almost 50% between
1990 and 2000Q(Table 4)t is likely that based on trends outlined in tRepulation byAgesection that

the population of people 19 and younger will continue to decline. As the population thge®wnship

will havea greater poportion of matureand elderly residents than in the past.

There is no doubt that the natural physical attractions, including woods and water, appeal broadly to

both permanent and seasonal residents. The presence of large areas of public lands angaGintess

welcomed by residents and visitors alike. The same attractive features in Big Prairie Township extend
AyiGz2z GKS FTR2F0OSyl (246yakKALlAs ONBFIGAYy3 | abSgledazé
Grand Rapids.

The local governing bodiegll need to be vigilant to protect this environment from side effects of an
increasing influx of visitors, and in such a way that extends an open invitation, but with understandable
I3dZA RSt AySad {2YS AaNBONBI A2yl fpioteddichbffthe dikironmend y SSR
including but not limited to, erosion control and nutrient/pollution control for ground and surface

waters.

With suchalargeexte2 ¥ F2NBad | NBF Ay (GKS alyAadSS blridAiazylf
property, forest nanagement and sustainability seems a realizable goal, whichekjlmaintain the
natural heritage of the area.

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCURE

As a general law township, the governance of Big Prairie consists of an elected supervisor, clerk,
treasurer andwo trustees. Th TownshipBoard meets monthly athe township hall on EIm Street.
Meetings are open to the public. ThatR Commission meets every Monday.

TheTownship also has an appoint&hnningCommissionand DningBoard of Appeals to exercise its
zoning and planning activities. Other committees may be set up as appropriate, and there is a separate
Township recreation committee to administer striclipwnship recreation functions.

Due to the unusual circumstances of the parks and campgrounds locat€dnsumers Energy property
within the Township, a separately electgghrk commission was created to manage these unique
facilities,asmandated under federal (FERC) regulations. WhileltivenshipBoard apparently has
oversight on thePark @mmission bdget, theTownship does not contribute funds to theark
GCommission. Parkommission revenues are dedicated solely to operation, maintenance and capital
improvements to the three parks currently in the prografsthough rare, here are apparently some
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ciracumstances wherein revenues from Big Bend and Oxtiomd & O2dz R 6 S dza SR
facilities within the Township.

Cther similar facilities coulg@otentiallybe created on Consumers Energy land inToenship, subject
to mutual consat. The esult is that ConsumerEnergy meets FERC criteria and the public reaps the
benefits.

The Township hassimple administrative organization chaffigure 7 In essence, th€ark Commission
operates autonomously, albeit with oversight by ffewvnshipBoard.

The Township recreation programs Figure 7

2y

administered by theTownship Board . . [ iri
o y P Big Prairie . Pr_ame
are limited in nature and tend to focus Township Boar Township Park
. Park Commission
on local needs; whereas the large Commission
campground facilities operated by the Sonrd of Budget Management
.. . . - Review = and
park commission attract primarily Operation
regional and seasonal visitorgVvhile oy
the campgrounds are maostly quiet in M| Commitees =] Big Bend Par
the winter off season the Park
Gommission must recruit, train and = ggrfmttigg | Oxbow Park
organize a relatively large seasonal
workforce and arrange for some || Hardy Day Operators
. . Park 1 Vi
contracted services during the eff > Vilage Park

season.

RELATIONSHIP(S) WITHSCHOOL DISTRICTS, THER PUBLIC AGENCIES
OR PRIVATE ORGANIZAIDNS

While there are other publically owned and operated recreational facilities within Newaygo County,
there are no dministrative links between thosand theTownship. It is conceivable that Big Prairie
Townshipcould enter into a cooperative effort on a projestich asThe Dragon traikextending through
multiple communities

There are recreational facilities and programs, operated and administaredher governmental
entitiesavailable for residents of Bigd¥ie Township, particularly programs sponsored by different
school districtsat locations outside of th&@ownship School districts that reach into Big Prairie include:
Morley Stanwood Community Schools, Newaygo Public School District, and White GiticiGEhools.

ROLE OF VOLUNTEERS

Big PrairieTownship has a committee that oversees thardyRecreation Areaat no cost while the Big
Prairie Townshiark Commissiotypicallydoes notusevolunteers
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Big Prairie Township
2019-2020
|Sash.on Hand Account
General Fund Checking 101.005 $141,976.38
ings Account 101.002 $0.00
Certificate of Deposit $23,295.56
Certificate of Deposit 101.003 25,337.65
Tax Ci jon Fund $4,500.00
I Trust & Agency Account $33.93
[Certigicate of éoposﬁ 16,089.65
TOTAL: $ 211,433.17 |
Proposed Proposed Proposed Proposed Proposed
2017-2018 2017-2018 2018-2019 Amended 2018-2019 (Over) 2019-2020
Budget Lctu Budget Actul nder Sudget |
Current Property Tax 101.402 $60,000.00 $49,742.85 50,000.00 $68,626.82 ($8,626.82)| $ 50,000.00
National Forest Money 101.425 $1,000.00 | _$5.21 $1,000.00 $5.35 $994.65 $100.00
[ Trailer Tax 101.427 $100.00 $123.00 $100.00 $108.75 ($8.75)| $100.00
Property Tax Admin Fee 101.447 $20,000.00 $23,286.82 $20,000.00 $25,845.92 ($5,845.92) $20,000.00
INonbus. License & Permit 101.476 $1,500.00 $1,435.00 1,600.00 $2,300.00 ($800.00) 1,500.00
C. Deposit Forfiet 101.479 $8,000.00 $0.00 8,000.00 $0.00 $8,000.00 8,000.00
State Revenue Sharing 101.574 $190,000.00 || $212,833.00 [ $190,000.00 $212,416.00 ($22,416.00)| $190,000.00
Charges for Services Fees 101,607 $600.00 $2,154.42 $1,500.00 $1,650.00 ($150.00)| $1,500.00
Grants 101.660 $0.00 0.00 $0.00 0.00 $0.00 0.00
101.665 $250.00 $515.56 $500.00 1,788.98 ($1,288.98)) $500.00
Rents 101.667 $300.00 $425.00 $300.00 $5,300.00 ($5,000.00)] $6,000.00
[Refunds-Rebates 101.687 $3,00000 || $9,91220 | §3,000.00 606272 | (53,062.72) $3,000.00
101.694 $1,000.00 I_512,02 .12 $1,000.00 5,982.0! ‘$4 09! 1 0
$276,150.00 || $316,611.14 | $276,900.00 $324,239.5! ($43,186.63)) $280,700.00
TOTAL INCOME: $580,261.14 ($43,186.63)) $492,133.17
Proposed Proposed Proposed Proposed Proposed
GENERAL FUND EXPENSES: 2017.2018 2017-2018 2018-2019 Amended 2018-2019 (Over) 2019-2020
iTownship Board Actual Budget Actual Ander Budget |
Wages 101.101.702 12,020.00 12,020.00|  $12,120.00 12,120.00 $0.00 §12,120.00 |
Per Diem 101.101.703. $400.00 $350.00 $400.00 $250.00 $150.00 $400.00
|FicA 101.101.710 $15,000.00 $11,624.72| $15,000.00 $11,624.72 $3,375.28 $15,000.00
Office Supplies 101.101.726 $100.00 $0.00 $100.00 $32.00 $68.00 $100.00
Prof Services 101.101.801 $6,000.00 $3,980.41 $6,000.00 $1,490.34 $4,509.66 $4,000.00
Contracted Services 101.101.802, $6,000.00 $7,900.00 $6,000.00 $5,400,00 600.00 $6,000.00
Transportation 01.101.860 $100.00 $0.00 $100.00 $0.00! 100.00 $100.00
Printing & Publishing 01.101.900. $1,000.00 $517.09 $1,000.00 $1,126.07 ($126.07)] $1,200.00
Miscellaneous 01.101.955. $50.00 $86.00 $100.00 $334.99 ($234.99)| $100.00
Donations 101.101.956 $300.00 $380.00 $56,500.00 $6,000.00 $6,250.00 250,00 $500.00
Dues 101.101.957 $1,400.00 $1,294.39 $1,400.00 $1,331.94 $68.08 $1,400.00
|Educatlon & Training 101.101.960 $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00 $0.00! $1,000.00 $1,000.00
TOTAL $43,370.00 $38,152.61 $48,720.00 $5,000.00 $38,960.06 $9,769.96 $41,920.00
| | |
Proposed Proposed Proposed Proposed P
GENERAL FUND EXPENSES: 2017.2018 2017-2018 2018-2019 A 2018-2019 (Over) 2019-2020
Budget Actual Budget Actual Under Budget
Salary & Wages 101.171.702 $19,500.00 $19,500.00f  $19,500.00 $19,500.00 $0.00 $20,700.00
PerDiem 101.171.703 $260.00 $250.00]  $250.00 §160.00 $100.00 $250.00
IF Services 101.171.801 $0.00 $0.00 0.00 50.00 $0.00
Mileage 101.171.860. $0.00! $0.00 0.00’ 50.00 $0.00
Education & Training 101.171.960 $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00 50.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00
TOTAL $20,750.00  $19,750.00] _ $20,750.00 $19,650.00 $1,100.00 $22,050,00
Sala§ & Wages 101.191.702 $4,000.00 $1,215.00 $4,000.00 $3,499.40 $500.60 $4,000.00
Suppli 101.191.726 $800.00 $671.32 $800.00 $592.47 $207.53 $800.00
Professional Services 101.191.801 $4,000.00 0.00 $4,000.00 50.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00
Transportation 101.191.860 $400.00 8.67 $400.00 $124.85 $275.15 $400.00
Printing & Publishing 101.191.900 $600.00 0.00 $600.00 50.00 $600.00 $600.00
TOTAL $9,800.00 $1,894.99 $9,800.00 $4,216.72 $5,583.28 SS,BO0.00'
Assessor
Salary & Wages 101.209.702 $25,000.00 $26,265.40 $25,000.00 $23,159.95 1,840.05 $26,000.00
Supplies 101.209.726 $3,000.00 1,083.94 $3,000.00 $1,015.29 1,984.71 $3,000.00
Prof. Services 101.209.801 5,000.00 3,279.32 $2,000.00 $3,455.43 ($1,456.43) 3,000.00
|Prof Card File 101.209.802 1,000.00 1,000.00 | §10,000.00 $11,000.00 ($1,000.00) $10,000.00 |
Mileage 101.209.860 $500.00 $376.38 $500.00 $432.39 $67.61 $500.00
C i 101.209.850 $140.00 $30.00 $300.00 $125.00 $175.00 $300.00
TOTAL $34,640.00 $31,035.04 $40,800.00 839,188‘08u $1,611.94 “1.800.00'
Salaries & Wages 101.216.702 $22,000.00]| $22,000.00 $22,000.00 $21,999.96 $0.04 $26,000.00
Per Diem 101,216,702, $250.00 $250.00 $250.00 $160.00 100.00 $250.00
Deputy Wages 101.216.703 3,000.00 $173.00 $3,000.00 $2,169.50 830.50 $2,000.00
Office Supplies 101.216.726 $2,000.00 $2,450.556 $2,000.00 $2,165.13 ($165.13) $2,000.00
Prof. Services 101.215.801 1,000.00 700.00 $75.00 625.00 $700.00
C i 101.216.850 700.00 $748.88 500.00 $804.84 ($304.84) $1,000.00
|Mileage 101.215.860 100.00 $0.00 100.00; 50.00 100.00 $100.00
Repairs 101.216.930 500.00 $35.00 500.00 50.00 500.00 $500.00
Education & Training 101.215.960 500.00 $0.00 $500.00 50.00 500,00 $500.00
Equipment 101.216.977 $1,5600.00 $875.96 $1,500.00 50.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00
TOTAL $31,550.00 $26,533.39 $31,550.00 $26,522.93 $3,685.57 334.550.00|
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Ol V|

Salaries & Wages 101.247.702 1,200.00 $1,144.00 1,200.00 $726.00 $474.00 $1,200.00
Office Supplies 101.247.726 $200.00 0.00 $200.00 $104.43 $95.57 $200.00
Prof. Services 101.247.801 $0.00 0.00 $0.00 0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Mileage 101.247.860 5400.00 $124.44 400.00 4.48 375.52 5400.00
Printing & Publishing 101.247.900 5400.00 $294.00 400.00 $294.00 106.00 5400.00
Education & Training 101.247.960 5400.00 550.00 400.00 350.00 $350.00 3400.00
TOTAL $2,600.00|  $1,612.44|  $2,600.00 $1,198.91 $1,401.09 $2,600.00
Treasurer
Salary & Wages 101.253.702 $22,000.00 $22,000.00 $22,000.00 $21,999.96 $0.04 $26,000.00
Per Diem 101.253.702 $250.00 $250.00 $250.00 $150.00 $100.00 $250.00
Deputy Wages 101.253.703 $3.000.00 $2,796.50 $3,000.00 $2,169.50 $830.50 $3,000.00
Supplies 101.253.726 $500.00 $3,304.28 $500.00 $862.86 ($362.86) $1,000.00
Prof. Services 101.253.801 $9,000.00 $7,936.60 $9,000.00 $7,996.63 $1,003.37 $9,000.00
C: ications 101.253.850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Mileage 101.253.860 $1,500.00 $323.67 $1,000.00 $197.90 $802.10 $1,000.00
|Educatlon & Training 101.253.960 $1,000.00 $0.00! $1,000.00 0.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Repairs 101.253.930 $500.00 $75.00 $500.00 0.00 $500.00 $500.00

i 101.253.977 $1,500.00 $0.00! $1,500.00 0.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00

TOTAL $39,250.00 338,68&05" $39,250.00 $33,376.85 $5,873.15 $43,250.00
|Building & Grounds
Wages 101.265.702 $2,500.00 $1,460.00 $2,500.00 $4,312.2: ($1,812.22)) $4,000.00
Supplies 101.265.726 $300.00 $1,192.71 $300.00 $998.1 ($698.19) 1,000.00
Hall Heat 101.265.751 $6,000.00 $2,735.20 $6,000.00 3,299.7 $2,700.21 $5,000.00
ICommunications 10 50 $4,000.00 ,764. $4,000.00 547 44 $1,452.56 $4,000.00
Utilities 10 20 $4,000.00 ,656. $4,000.00 ,226.50 $773.50 4,000.00

101.265.930 $25,000.00 $31,252.34 $25,000.00 $12,751.65 $12,248.35 $25,000.00
101.265.940 $1,500.00 1,710.54 $1,500.00 1,764.35 ($264.35)| $2,000.00
101.265.940 $100.00 0.00! $100.00 $0.00 $100.00 $100.00
101.265.860 $0.00 0.00 $0.00 $263.78 ($263.78) $300.00

Equipment 101.265.977 $2,000.00 $1,137.97 $2,000.00 $177.00 $1,823.00 $2,000.00
Capital Outlay 101.265.970 $0.00 0.00! $0.00 $0.00 50.00 $0.00
TOTAL $45,400.00 $46,910.00 $45,400.00 $29,340.92 $16,059.08 $47,400.00
Cemetery
Cemetery Matching 101.276.801 12,000.00 $10,218.03 12,000.00 $9,870.17 $2,129.83 $12,000.00
TOTAL $12,000.00 $10,218.03| $12,000.00 $9,870.17 2,129.83 $12,000.00

Plannin:

Salary & Wages 101.400.702 $4,000.00 $2,625.00 $4,000.00 $5,095.00 (8$1,095.00) $5,000.00
|zA Wages 101.400.703 $10,000.00 $8,108.00 $10,000.00 $9,600.00 $400.00 $10,800.00
|Suggies 101.400.726 $200.00 $732.44 $200.00 $392.03 ($192.03) $500.00

Contracted Services 101.400.802 $15,000.00 $9,785.19 | $15,000.00 $2,046.00 $12,954.00 $10,000.00

Communications 101.400.850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Transportation 101.400.860 $500.00 $388.11 $500.00 $578.85 (878.85) $700.00

Printing & Publishing 101.400.900 $1,000.00 $410.08 $2,000.00 $1,619.25 $380.75 $3,000.00

Education & Training 101.400.960 $1.500.00 $659.50 $1,500.00 $497.50 $1,002.50 $1,500.00

TOTAL $32,200.00 $22,708.32 $33,200.00 $19,828.63 $13,371.37 331,500.001
Streets

Repairs 101.446.930 $32,000.00 $31,735.00 $82,000.00 | $50,000.00 $77,720.00 $4,280.00 $32,000.00

TOTAL $32,000.00 $31,735.00 $82,000.00 | $50,000.00 $77,720.00 $4,280.00 $32,000.00
|Street Lightin

Utilities 101.448.920 $3,500.00 $2,970.39 $3,500.00 $1,867.68 $1,632.32 $3,500.00

TOTAL $3,500.00 $2,970.39 $3,500.00 $1,867.67 $1,632.32 $3,500.00

Parks

Utilities 101.751.920 $400.00 $416.79 $400.00 $430.51 (830.51) $500.00

Repairs 101.751.930 $8,000.00 $9,284.30 $8,000.00 $7,624.91 $3756.09 $10,000.00

Equipment 101.751.977 $7,000.00 $1,296.80 $7,000.00 $86.16 $6,913.84 $8,000.00

TOTAL $15,400.00 $10,997.89 $15,400.00 $8,141.58 $7,258.42 $18,500.00
|!\nsurance & Bonds 101.851.000
i 1 | |__$2500000 | $25345.00 | $25,000.00 $20,913 50 $4,086.50 $25,500.00

TOTAL $25,000.00 || $25,345.00 [ $25,000.00 $20,913.50 $4,086.50 $25,500.00
| Transfers Out N B 1 i . L ]

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

TOTAL $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

TOTAL EXPENSES: $347,460.00 || $306,549.15 | $409,970.00 $330,796.00 $77,832.51 $366,370.00

Ci $125,763.17

réeneral Fund Budget 2
|
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Big Paririe Park Commission 2019-2020 Budget

2019 Budget Accounts 3% Pagel
— T
/ 2018 Budget Amt | 2018 Actualtodate | 2019 Budget Upcoming Projects
626.1 Use & Admission Income o
626 Cabins $15,000.00 $9,611.92 $12,000.00] -
627 Camp $433,000.00 $441,513.85 $444,871.00 -
628 Day Pass - $22,500.00! $18,900.00 $19,450.00 |
629 Docks $85,000.00 $77,451.41 $79,800.00
639 Stickers | $22,500.00 $23,294.51 $24,000.00 o]
626.1 Use & Admis. Total [ $578,000.00 $570,771.69 $580,121.00,
622.1 Sales & Income B
622 Apparel $0.00 $1,595.88 $1,800.00
623 Candy $0.00 4,898.15 $6,700.00
632 Wood $3,500.00, 4,472.00 $4,600.00 |
633 Pop $2,500.00| 1,120.25 $1,175.00
634 Ice $11,000.00 $12,373.42 $12,750.00 B
635 Ice Cream $3,500.00 $3,382.48 $3,500.00 P
602 Camp Store 5000 $2,576.95 $3,000.00
621 Worms & Bait Sales | $0.00 $300.00 $500.00
622.1 Sales & Amen. Total ‘ $20,500.00 $30,719.13 $34,025.00|
[ o
|
630.1 Additional Services Income |
630 House Boat Launch $0.00 $1,400.00, $1,450.00/
646 Dump Station $0.00 $70.00 $100.00| i
637 Pavillion Rental $500.00 $400.00 $420.00,
642 Electric Usage $27,500.00| $23,604.06! $24,350.00
630.1 1 Serv. Total $28,000.00 $25,474.06 $26,320.00
640.1 Fees & Interest Income
640 Sales Tax $0.00 $1,284.00 $1,500.00
645 Rebates & Refunds $0.00 $11,099.41 $0.00!
671 C Fees $0.00 $1,916.00] $2,000.00
d Revenue/Income: | 2018 Budget Amt | 2018 Actual to date 2019 Budget [l Projects
| | Page 2
|640.1 Fees Income C d:
638 Reservation Fee $9,000.00 $8,684.42 $9,000.00 - ]
665 Interest Income $1,500.00 $6,598.50| 6,700.00
636 Other Income $0.00 $3,146.38 $1,000.00
670 Donation Income $0.00] $0.00 $0.00
640.1 Fees & Interest Income $10,500.00 $32,728.71 $20,200.00 .|
Total Anticipated g ~ $637,000.00 $659,693.59 $660,666.00
|
T
Anticipated Exp 2018 2018 2019
700.1 Salary & Wages, Payroll
700 Payroll Expense ~ $243,000.00 $191,521.42
702 Salary & Wages $0.00 $28,212.51 I
714 State Witholding $0.00 $8,688.63 T
705 State L ' | $22,000.00 $15,485.55 -
712 Federal Witholding | $0.00 $2,096.87
704 Federal Soc Sec - Employer $0.00° $12,403.92
711 Federal Soc Sec - 0.00 $1,361.78 =
707 Medicare - 0.00/ . s000,
709 Medicare - loy 0.00 = $0.00 N - ]
706 Federal L 0.00] $0.00 -
703 Per Diem $15,000.00 $10,461.50 | i)
708 Gar $0.00 $421.78 ]
710 Child Support $0.00 $0.00
700.1 Salary, Wage Total $280,000.00 $270,653.96 $297,000.00 _
d [ 2018 Budget Amt | 2018 Actual to date 2019 Budget L Projects
| —— | | o Page 3
727.1 Office & ing Expense |
727 Office Supplies $4,495.78 $4,630.00
729 Bath House Supplies $0.00 $7,500.00 no paper)
| 900 Advertising Expense $746.00 $6,000.00| Includes $5000 Tourist Cd
858 Website Expense $0.00 $1,000.00
910 Printing Expense $488.64 ~$3,300.00
915 Postage Expense | $641.05 $700.00
932 Uniform Exp | $1,578.00 $1,800.00'
727.1 Office & keepil Tohl| $7,000.00( $7,949.47 $24,930.00
| N
728.1 Expense =
728 Operating Supplies $30,000.00 N $8,273.10! $15,000.00
929 Repair $3,000.00 $2,232.23 $2,400.00
930 Building & Grounds $23,500.00! $33,516.40 $30,100.00| w/ Water Heaters
935 Vehicle Repair $3,500.00, $3,145.48 3,500.00 o
609 Tools $0.00! $574.94 $1,500.00
936 Sub Cont Labor $0.00 $0.00 2,000.00] ]
| 7281 Totals $74,000.00 $63,641.09) $54,500.00
801.1 | Service Expense
801 Attorney Fees $1,000.00 . $0.00 $1,000.00
801-2 Other Prof. Fees $20,000.00] ~ $389.95 5,000.00| w/ Rec Plan
801-3 Licenses, Permit & Lease $400.00! $3,201.50 $4,000.00
803 Audit $0.00! $0.00 500.00|  Audit due
806 ITT & Systems Repair $0.00 $557.50 $1,000.00
810 Education $300.00! $200.00 $1,000.00,  Defib. Certification/ CP!
Personnel $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
801.1 Profess. Service Total $21,700.00 $4,348.95' $17,000.00
610.1 Sales & Am Expense - i
610 Pop Expense $2,500.00] $854.40 $1,000.00
611 Ice Expense $7,000.00] $6,786.37 $7,000.00
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Big Paririe Park Commission 2019-2020 Budget

612 Wood Expense il $0.00] $1,915.00 $2,000.00 Page 4
613 Ice Cream Expense  $2,500.00! $2,146.68 $2,250.00
615 Candy Expense B _‘» $0.00 1,072.00 $3,500.00 -
616 Apparel Expense %000 $2,409.90 $3,000.00 -
| 624 Camp Store Expense | $0.00 2,307.75 $3,000.00 RSN
614 Worm & Bait Expense | $0.00 $596.35 $600.00
601 Sales Tax Expense | $0.00  sLam $1,500.00]
| 610.1Sales & Amen. Totals | $12,000.00 $19,329.57 $23,850.00 .
d Exp | 2018 Budget Amt | 2018 Actual to date 2019 Budget Projects |
821.1 Expense | o |
821 Credit Card Fee 0.00 ~ $10,904.82 $11,250.00
726 Bank Fee 0.00 $37.99 ~ $50.00
647 Reservation Fee 0.00 $1,036.89 $8,975.00 Mission Mgt Yrly
672 Cancellation Fee $0.00] $0.00 $0.00/ o
| 825 Penalties & Interest Exp. $0.00 $928.89 $100.00 B
960 Refund Expense $5,000.00| $9,140.13 $500.00 o
999 NSF Fee' $0.00 $500.00 $500.00|Cust NSF
822 & i $0.00. $0.00 $5,000.00| Ross Acctg
821.1 Totals $5,000.00 $22,548.72 $26,375.00 _ i
805.1 C
805 Security Expense $10,000.00 $3,045.00 $3,200.00| New Co Sheriff Dept
860 Mileage Expense $800.00 $0.00 $200.00
921 Garbage Service Expense $5,000.00 6,240.00 — $6,450.00
922 Gas & Fuel Expense $7,000.00 627474 o $6,500.00
| 924 Sewage Expense $5,000.00 543940  $565000
940 Rental Expense $800.00 56,354.67 $6,550.00| Includes $5000 Hall Rent:
950 Property Tax Expense $4,000.00 4,655.78 $5,000.00
978 Expense $0.00] $134.00| $200.00|
938 Road Brining & Repair $0.00 $6,720.00 $36,800.00/Brine, Gravel, & New Pave
805.1¢C Totals $32,600.00 $38,863.59 $70,550.00
r [
| | R =_— = I Page 5
2018 Budget Amt = 2018 Actual to date 2019 Budget L Projects
850.1 Utilities Expense: -
850 Phone & Cable Expense r $6,466.40 $6,700.00 ]
855 Internet Expense ~$2,000.00| 1$1,027.26 $1,300.00
920 Electric Expense $80,000.00 $67,236.80 $70,000.00 ]
923 Propane/Heating Expense | $1,500.00 $1,932.42 $2,100.00!
850.1 Utilities Totals [ $91,500.00 $76,662.88 $80,100.00 |
730.1 Expense
730 Liability $0.00 $7,173.00 $7,400.00 ]
731 Building & Grounds $0.00 $1,746.00 $1,800.00
732 Workers Comp $0.00 $3,685.00 $3,800.00
733 Auto & Vehicles $0.00 $6,018.00 $6,200.00,
730.1 Totals $20,000.00 $18,622.00 $19,200.00
|
880.1
881 Park Activities 0.00 $744.33 $3,200.00 ]
883 Travel & Entertainment 0.00 $0.00 $300.00
884 Meals 0.00) $674.25 $1,000.00|
905 D $1,000.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 ($1000.00 Fire Dept)
880 Other P $0.00! $150.00 $300.00
880.1 Totals $1,000.00 $3,068.58 $6,300.00
l970.1 Capital Outlay Expense: ) |
970 $40,000.00 $55,505.40 $10,000.00
975 Building $50,000.00 $3,927.23 o $4,700.00
977 Land $10,000.00 $13,069.58| $11,900.00
970.1 Capital Outlay Totals $100,000.00 $72,502.21 $26,600.00
Capital Gain | I Bldg [ Land Page 6
AED Defibulator (2) $5,000.00 |
Hand Dryers (12) $5,000.00 $0.00 -
BB Pressure Tank (Big Bend) 0.00 $0.00 $3,200.00
Oxbow Met: d 0.00 $2,700.00
Grills | 0.00 $0.00 $1,500.00 -
Pit Toilet Floors (Ox & BB) | $2,700.00 |
Lot Markers N $2,000.00
Well Houses | ~$2,000.00
L & Flowers $2,500.00| Total Capital Gain
Capital Gain Totals $10,000.00 $4,700.00 $11,900.00, $26,600.00

Proj to be A hed Add to Capital Outlay

AED Defibullator (2) $5,000.00]
Hand Dryers $5,000.00 | il
BBQ Grills @$150.00 $1,500.00 o
Elect. Meters - Niebors elect $2,700.00 B
Pressure Tank - BB Trailer Park $3,200.00 -
Pit Toilet Floor Upg 2,700.00 I
Lot 2,000.00
L $2,500.00 =
Well Houses $2,000.00 [

Total Projects $26,600.00
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INVENTORY OF EXISTIS RECREATIONAL FACILITES

Description of Methods Used to Conduct the Inventory

The inventory of existing recreational facilities highlights existing recreational assets within Big Prairie
Township as well as féities in adjacent communitieavailable for piblic use. For facilities in adjacent
communities, only facilities owned by Newaygo County were included in the inventory as sufficient data
for other locally owned and operated parks was unavailable at the time of this woitihgd no

significance to BjPrairie Township

WMSRDGtaff worked closely witffownshipBoard and Parommissiorfficials to update the
inventory carried over from the 201Big Prairie Township RecreatiBlan WMSRDGtaff used several
other methods in compiling a comprehensiaed inclusive inventoryFirst WMSRDC staff, along with
Township officialscompleted tours of facilities located within Big Prairie Townshipatober 209.
SecondWMSRDGtaff reviewed he 208- 2022 Newaygo County Recreation Plan and the Newaygo
Courty Parks & Recreationebsitein detail Finally WMSRDGtaff analyzedvebsite resources to find
information regarding county, state, and other recreation facilities to incindée followinginventory.

Status Report for all Grant -Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities

No parks within Big Prairie Township have received grants for park improvements or acquisition in
recent history. In 1999, a grant was submitted for improvements to Big Bend Park for $342,000 to be
used for general park infrastructurgpgrades but was subsequently withdrawn.

Recreation Facilities in Big Prairie Township

Asnoted in theAdministrative Structursectionof this planthere are two recreational admistrative
entities within the Dwnship. The larger role is played by the Big Prairie Township Park Commission,
which operates two campgrounds and a day use park uadease agreement with ConsurseEnergy.
The primary users of these facilities are from outside the townsftigTownship Board is more
concerned with the smaller scatecreational needsf permanent township residents, overseeing the
development of HardyRecreation Area

Tablel2 summarizes appublicpark facilities within Bigrairie Township(Table 12A descriptive

narrative for parks operated by the Big Prairie Township Park Comméssitthe Townshipis provided

in thefollowing the table. Narrative for parks owned or operated by other entisesh as Newaygo

Countyor the State & Michigan were captured from facility descriptions available on thespective

websites ADA Accessibility assessments were not performed for parks outside of the Big Prairie
C26YAKALI 2NJ . A3 tNIANRS ¢26yaAKALI t I N] /2YYAaaAzyQ
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Tablel2

Recreation Facilities Within Big Prairie Township

Park Name & = Ownership/ Park Tvoe Facilities/ Eeatures Accessibility Accessible = Service
Size (Acres) Operator yp Ranking* (15) Elements Area
-230 SemModern Sites
_ BPT Park -Boat Launch -Dedlca_\ted _
Big Bend Park . Campground : -Restrooms 2 accessible Region
Commis®n .
-Marina bathrooms
-Nature Area
CrotonHardy Newavao
Pathway Y9 OnRoad Trail | -Paved Trail N/A Local
. County
(6 Miles)
-35 Slips
-Boat Rental
Hardy Dam Newaygo . -Boat Launch .
County Marina County Marina -Potable Water NIA Region
-Vault Restrooms
-PumpOut Service
HardyRecreation Big Prairie Communit -Picnic Pavilion
Area Togwnshi park y -Softball Field 2 -Picnic Pavilion: Local
(30 Acres) P -Vault Toilet
-90 Rustic Campsites
Newaygo County | State of -Boat Launch
L Campground | -Vault Restrooms .
State Park Michigan S N/A Region
& Day Use -Picnic Area
(257 acres) DNR
-Playground
-Beach )
-30 ParkingSpacegN. side 3@)
-10 Parking Spacd$. side 3%)
-Vault Restrooms -Accessible
Operators Village | BPT Park . -Fishing Pier o .
Day Park Commission Regional Park -Picnic Area 2 piag:] tofishing = Region
-Canoe Takeout (N side of'36 P
-Canoe Launch (S side of’36
-Portage Trall
-197 semimodern sites
-Central Restrooms
BPT Park Campground | -Showers “New ADA .
Oxbow Park o . 2 compliant Region
Commission @ & Day Use -Public Boat launch
. bathrooms
-Marina
-Beach
-225 SemModern Sites
-Restroons
Sandy Beach Newaygo Campground :gir(]:%\?::e;\srea
County Park Y9 P9 N/A Region
County & Day Use -Beach
(129 acres)
-Playground

-Boat Launch
-Dock Rentals

*Accessibility Rankings: 1 = none of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design; 2 = some; 3all;modt54—
the facility meets the Principteof Universal Design
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Newaygo State Park

Newaygo State Park is a-8fe rustic campgroundsitting atop 20foot embankments overlooking the
Hardy Dam Pond, a amile flooding of the Muskegon River. The lpaaters primarily to campers,

anglers and recreational boaters. There are several picnic sites overlooking the reservoir for day users.
The campground is nestled in oak and poplar forests and is noted for its large, private sites and scenic
beauty. Theras a 2030 foot forested buffer between sites, and each site is provided with a picnic table
and a fire ring State of Michigan)

Newaygo County Parks & Recreation

04 EA @ltoniHardy Pathway

The Edge is &mile trailis known for its hilly terrain and lush valleys surrounding the Muskegon and
White Riversas well asnany lakes, wetlands and streams. From Croton Dam to Hardy Dam along the
Muskegon River, this picturesque trail was completed in the fall of 2013.

Thisfii G &RRIYYEé aSOGA2Yy Mwibe pkdiedidd buldBvet 80 DiRgaf chrinected,
paved pathways for walkers, runners and cyclists. When completed, the pathways will connect 12
townships and the communities of Fremont, Grant, Hesperia, NewagddVhite CloudT histrail will

be incorporated into the Dragon Trail at Hardy Dam (nhewaygocountyexploring.com).

Hardy Dam County Marina

Hardy Dam County Maririalocatedin a protected cove right next tine Hardy Dam on 4,00acre
Hardy PondThe marim provides access tb/ miles of open waterway with miles of undeveloped
shoreline. The marina currently offers 35 slips with daily and seasonal rental, boat launch, potable
water, vault toilets, and punmyut servicelNewaygo Coun).

Sandy Beach County Park

Sandy Beach County Parkitsated on 129 acres along the shoretbé 4,000acre Hardy Pondlhis

park offers 176 campsites, 26 of which are full hopk and 9 camping cabins. A three lane modern boat
launch and dock meals arealsoavailable. Additionally, this park features a sandy swimming beach,
picnic area, play areas, and a group camping site. A pavilion is available for rese(ixsvoaygo

County)

Big Prairie Township Park Commission

Big Bend Park

Located on the westhoreof Hardy Pond and accessed off Elm Road ViaAi@(refer to Figure8), this
park has three separate semmodern camping areas separated by a nature area. There areé28ping
sitesavailable Facilities include restrooms, electric service, marina, some area water hydramts
sewer) playgrounds and picnic areas public boat launch is available adjacent to the southerly
camping areaOther amenities includeabins, playgrounds, a &eh, docks, bathhouses, pavilion and a
dump station After the summer camping season,rpaisage drops ofbut the park is used fdace
fishingaccessluringwinter. This park is extensively wooded with Hardy Paeds everywhere.
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Accessibility analysisSome elements of the park are accessible, including bathroOmes site is
reserved fohandicapcampers Docks need to be upgraded to ADA standards.

Big Bend Park Map
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Operators Village Day Park
Operators Village ispublicfacility located on the est side of Hardy Pongdear the Hardy Darwith

vehicular access to parking on the north side df 38eet. Amenities include an accessible fishing pier,
playground equipmentheaches, paviliorgrills,and picnic areasThis facilitywas developed in 200
andis part of a Consumers Energy hydroelectric dam prolect Ilcensed by the Redergy/ Regulatory
CommissionThis park is expected to connect te i e 3 F
the Dragon Trail at Hardy Dam within the next
five years.

Accessibility analysisSome elements of the
park are accessibl®ath to fishing pier is paved ¥isia
andaccessiblehowever walkwayeadingto the
pavilion is gravel.



Oxbow Park

Oxbow Park contairsbout 200semimodern sites
with electrical service and water service (no sewer)
There are two camping bans, with plans to add
more in the futurelt has central restrooms with
toilets and showers, and a large mariwéh slips
available for occasional and seasonal..8eme of
the sites are reserved for seasonal psed the park
is host to many shofterm visitors. It has a pleasant
beach, playground amenities, -alfound shore
exposure and a nice boat lacim areafeaturing two new docksSimilar toBig BendPark park usage
drops off in the fall, with winter use primarily for ice fishing access.

Accesdility analysis:Some elements of the park are accessible, includewbathrooms.Docks need
to be upgraded to ADA standardSpproach to campground office needs to be improved.
Oxbow Park Map
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Big Prairie Township

Hardy Recreation Area

Hardy Recreation Arda locded on the east side of Hardyrive in Section 33 and contambout 30
acres,of which about half is wooded. Presently, the open area has a pichic papiligground
equipment,and a softball field. This park is used primarily by local residantsitwill be a focus for
improvements planned and implemented by the Big Prairie Township Board.

Accessibility analysisSome elements of thparkare accessible, including tipawvilion.Proposed
modificationsto improve ADA accessibility include: parkingarwith walkway connecting to park
facilities; walkway to pavilion; accessible picnic table with walkway connecting; above ground privy
toilet facility withwalkway spur from main walkway; and playground equipment.

Adjacent Recreation Facilities

Adjacentrecreation facilities include facilities near Big Prairie Township that are accessible to township
residents.For the purposes of this plan, only Newaygo County faciltieglentified. The facilities,

along with their type, facilities (facility elemeftsnd service area are included below for reference.
Because these facilities are all county facilities, they are available to Big Prairie Township residents for
recreation and leisurgTable 13)

Tablel3

Park Name & | Ownership/ - Service
. Park T Facilities/ F r
Size (Acres) Operator ark-ype acilities/ Features Area
-Boat Launch
Henning Park -60 Modern_Campsnes
Newaygo -Baseball Dimonds
Campground Campground . County
(82 Acres) County -Soccer Field
-Volleyball Court
-Basketball Court
Pettibone Lake Newavao g:n?esr;gégﬂodern
Park Campground Y9 Campground P County
(3 Acres) County -Beach
-Boat Launch
-Educational Building
(Lodge)
Sports Park Newaygo gg{gior Stage
County Park Y9 Sports Park g County
County -Two Toboggan Runs
(89.91 Acres) X
-lce Skating Area
-Maintenance Facility
-Snowmobile Trailhead
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The Trail

The Dragonrail is a noAnotorized, multiuse, natural surface tila It will include a 4#mile mountain

biking and pedestrian adventure loop trail designed, engineered and endorsed by the prestigious
International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMB29nstruction is expected to be complete2id21-
2022.The trail willbe managed by Mecosta and Newaygo county parks boards and maintained through
revenues and fees generated from the trail. It will also be located on land owned by Consumers Energy
and will have water views, challenging valleysd 23 proposed bridges algrthe trail.

A Brief History

Insummer 02013, the Newaygo County Board of Commissioners voted to make the Hardy Pond Trail
conceptacommzy A 1 & LINAZ2NARGE o6& ONAYIAYy3T Th&SBunty NP 2SO0 dzy R
established a joint committee that ihded Mecosta County antiroughttogether a number of other

stakeholders to participate in the development of the trailfinancial commitment was made by the

Fremont Area Community Foundation for an economic impact study and trail design was completed in

2014 by the International Mountain Biking Association. After years of planning and coordination, The

Dragon received approval from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commassigmoceeded intdhe first

phase ofconstruction in 2019.

Impacts for Big Prairie Township

The Dragon is expected significantly increase traffic and usagepaiks in Big Prairie Townshiwhich
will connect campgrounds, marinas, and day parks that outline the Hardy Dam Runttail will bring
new visibility tol K S (i 2 ¢ afkitirdugiQassenddy; and the parks will serve as trailheads for the
Dragon.The anticipated increase in visitors to the areaxpectedto create many service sector and
tourismrelated economic development opportunities in the Newaygo area, inclugligdPrairie

Township.
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RESOURCE INVENTORY

The resource inventory of this plan identifies open space thattommunity feels is important to

protect into the future. Communities choose to protect open space land for many regdsarnfie most
common are hat the land is ecologically significant. Wetlands, floodplains, groundwater recharge areas,
woodlands, farmland, wildlife habitat, rare species, and scerieshalsare all examples of ecological
features that mayhave significanvalue froma conservatin standpoint.

Native Prairie Grass Project

In 2007, Big Prairie Township entered into a cooperative arrangement with the Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to restacesgpBdirie
grass habitatis existed in the area over 150 years ago. The actual area is part of a tovwnstag
cemetery in the SW % of section 18.

The restoration process involved removing most woody vegetation, prescribed burning, invasive plant
species control, and reeeding.The project intended to restore rare and declining (grass) habitats.
Initially, the invasive species Scotch Pine was removed by hydro axing the trees. Prescribed burns
followed. The initial effort extended into 2009 with costs shared between the USDBigndrairie
Township.

Subsequent to these initial efforts, a grant from the Fremont Area Commbmitydation was made
available to help eliminate additional woody species. In 2€1elBig Prairie/Everett Township
Cemetery was awarded auditionalgrantfrom 1.T.C.a private energy transmission comparigy
continuing work on the prairie ant install signage and build a handicap accessible walkway.

Big Prairie Township considers the prairie grass effort a significant part of its efforts to create a mo
sustainable community. As such, the project will be noted as a8 @A Y 3 ddjebtlB S/ fiveydaiNd
recreation plan.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS

Planning Methods

In order to effectively evaluate future recreation needdsBig Prairie Township, a number of planning
methods were usedlhe State of Michigan provides a framework for evaluating certain types of
recreational facilities, through a select set of critefiese criterian most circumstances should only

be used a a guide in determining whether or not certain types of recreational facilities are warranted or
needed in relation to the population of Big Prairie Township.

In addition to reviewing facilities against state recreation standardsTowenshipBoard andPark
Ccommission reviewed results from input received at public meetings, citizen comnpeotsssional
planninginput, and used their local community knowledge to reach conclusions abodRthey & K A LJQ &
future recreation needs.
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It shouldbe undersbod that the specific recreation needs of residents of Big Prairie Township may
differ from the recreational needs of the many seasonal visitors to the community. Users of the Big
Prairie Township Park Commission facilities are predominantlyresidents, andhese facilities are
essentially public facilities operated as rprofit ventures. The local economic sgiff is significant. Big
Prairie Township officials must strike a balance between continuing to support facilities that contribute
to the local econom and serving the recreational needs of township residefss balance is reflected

in the Goals & Objectiveand Action Plaif this document

Public Input Process

To begin the public input processparksand recreation survewas developed andas sted on the
Big Prairie Township government and Big Prairie Parks webBitesurvey wadirectly emailed to 203
Big PrairidParks campers and madwvailable online from September throughid-December 2019A
copy of the survey questionnaire is includad\ppendixC along with summarized results of the 62
responses that were submitted

Next, the public wasnvited to participate in a public meetirgn October10, 2019, which wasntended

to gain a better understanding of resident recreation needs witBiig Prairie Townshiffhe meeting
wasconducted during the regular monthmeeting of the dwnship ParkCommission, in partnership

with the Township Boardl'he notice published for the public meeting included notice of the survey and
Ay @A (SR inftSndpadicigatio®ueing thepublicmeeting, residents were asked to complete
the survey, as well aghare commentand questionsn a town hall formatOne member fronthe

general publiavas in attendancgn addition torepresentative from the Township Boarcand Park
CommissionCommentsreceivedduring the planning processe included im\ppendixC

After the draft plan was completeid December 2019 esidents were invited to review the plan and
provide comment about its contents during a-88y public review periodA notice was publishedn
December 9 and January 6 to notify the public of the review period, where to locapdpeseddraft
recreation planand to announce the date of the public hearing to receive comments regarding the
proposed draft.The public review period was held from December 15, 2019 through January 13, 2020;
the proposed draft was available for review at the Big Prairie Township Hall and on the WMSRDC
website; and the public hearing took place on JanuaryCiepief public meetinghotices and meeting
minutesare available iAppendixA.
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NARROWING THE FOCUSEGOALS, OBJECTIVESNA ACTION PLAN
The function of this section is to synthesize information gleaned from the commuititydata
collected for this plan,\luate recreation needs against state recreation criterion, weigh public
comment, and articulate needs from an administratiergpective.

Goals and Objectives

Big Prairie Township
Goal 1: Maintain a lorterm commitment, in participation with other pdic and private entities, to
develop and complete a hiking trail system around Hardy Pond.

Goal 2: Maintain a long term commitment to the prairie grass restoration program, but with a very
modest local fund outlay.

Goal 3: Devise development plan and phased program of improvements at Hardgcreation Area
focusing primarily upon the needs of local residents.

Goal 4. Cooperate with the coalition of organizations and local government units to complete and
promote The Dragon Trail at Hardy Dam.

Goal 5:Securdunding from entities such as the State of Michigan to support developmenhhef
Dragon Trail at Hardy Damms well as for improvements at HarBgcreation Area

Big Prairie Township Park Commission
Goal 1: Upgradeging infrastructure at Big Be and Oxbowcampground.

Objective 1.1Sanitary station upgrade or renovation at both campgrounds
Objective 1.2Replace wells at both campgrounds

Objective 1.3Replace all well houses at both parks

Objective 1.4Develop additional parkingreas in both parks

Objective 1.5Replacecatwalk and docking system at both campgrounds
Objective 1.6Survey expansion area at Oxbow campgraund

Goal 2Upgradeaging facilitiesat Big Bend Campgroun®@xbowCampground and Operators Village

Objective 2.1Replace bathhousi Big Bendcampground; The Point.

Objective 2.2Renovate additional bathroomas both campgrounds

Objective 2.3: Upgrade beach and playground equipnmebbth campgrounds
Objective 2.4Add additional playgroundquipment at Operators Village Day Park

Goal 3: Construct new facilities Big Bendand Oxbowcampground.

Objective 3.1Placement of additional cabins in both campgrounds.
Objective 3.2Placement of two (2) fishing docksBigy BendCampground
Objective 3.3Placement of one (1) fishing dock at Oxbow campground.
Objective 3.4Develop fulhookup section at Big Bermdmpground
Objective 3.50ffice¢ Oxbow Park
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Goal 4: Improve ADA accessibility at all parks.

Objective 4.1:New facilityconstruction and facilities upgrades should comply with ADA
Standards for Accessible Design.

Objective 4.2:Update amenities to remove barriers to access and include elements of
accessibility.
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PROPOSED FIVE YEAR ACTION PLANS

Over the next fiveyear period, theBig Prairie TownshiRecreation Plan will be used Byg Prairie
Township ad the Big Prairie Township Patlkmmissioro guide actions towardhe goals set forth
through this planning proces$hroughthis and pasplanning processs it becameapparent that
communitymembers and visitorgaluethe existing recreational opportunitieboth local and regional
in nature,currently available in the @wnship

Through the process of developing the plan, community leaders stressed the nbgdgdo
campground/RV facilitiesip to date andexpressed an eagerness to cooperate with Newaygo County
and otherpartnerstod SS G KI (i a A OilisTomplerédAllsupilades afd improvements to
recreation facilities will be designed to meet ADA accdggistandardslt is also a priority to maintain
the rehabilitated prairie lands to preserve tié gy & KA LJQ&a KA & (2 NB

The proposed etion plans for theTownshipBoardand thePark Commissionare detailed below, and
presented ina parallel format simila to the Goals andObjectives section.

Big Prairie Township Action Plan

Year 1

Hardy Day Park Development Plan $1,000
Setaside for future improvements @ Hardy Day Par2,500
Year 2

Soccer area grading/seeding

(to be done with volunteers) $3,500
Hardy Day ParRhase 1 $100,000*
Year 3

Setaside for Hardy Day Pairkprovements $3,500
Year 4

Setaside for Hardy Day Park improvements $3,500
Year 5

Setaside for Hardy Day Park improvements $3,500

Note: Setasides are shown as a budgeol to allow accumulation of funds for a larger project or as a
basis for matching funds for potential grantBhe @asumption is that the Township would create a
specific Hardy Day Park account and actually fund it.

*This project will require more fundban allowed for normal budget expenses. The Township may opt
to use its money as matching funds for a grant which would possibly allow completion of the entire
proposed Hardy Day Park Trail, and perhaps another related project.
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Big Prairie Township Park Commission Action Plan

Year 1 (202D

Lot resizing and site markers $10,000
Primitive campsites $10,000
(makes up the number of sites taken out during resizing.)
Receive Cabin #1 $17,000
Full hookup sites (13) $20,000
One (1) Bathbuse upgrade $15,000
Two (2) Well upgrade $16,000
New parking lot (Oxbow) $30,000
Exit gates $4,000
ADA swimming area $20,000
Kayak Launch $15,000
TOTAL$157,000
Year 2(2021)
New Bathhouse with Septic $200,000
Fishng Dock (2) $10,000
Lot resizig and site markers $10,000
Receive Cabin #2 $17,000

TOTAL$237,000
Year 3(2022

One (1) Well upgrade $8,000
Receive Cabin #3 $17,000
Boat launch / repairs $40,000
New Bathhouse $160,000
Lot resizing and site markers $10,000
TOTAL$235000
Year 42023
Playground Equip. upgrade $54,000
Lot resizing and site markers $10,000
Two (2) Bathhouse upgrade $30,000
New parking lotday park $30,000
Camp Shelterprimitive only(4) $6,000
TOTAL$130,000
Year 52024
Three (3) Bathhouse upgrade $45,000
Office $120,000
Dump Statiorg, full hookup $50,000
TOTAL$215000

40| Page



Additional Comment

Financial Issues

Due to the somewhat complex natuod the administrative relationship between Big Prairie Towpshi

and Big Prairie Township P&kmmission, financial issues arose during the planning process. For
example, it is not clear whether there is a legal bonding mechanism available to the ParksSimmm

Bond financing is a way to accomplish a larger project, or even a combination of projects simultaneously
in a way that saves time and achieves some economies of scale. The actual feasibility and political will of
bondtype financing for a recreatioproject is unknown at this point.

Based upon cursory cost estimates, some of the potential projects would be difficult for the Park

Commission to accomplish during g@&ar payasyou-go program in lieu of outside assistance. With

repayment from Park Comission funds, it may be possible for the Township to help fund a project

GLI O1F3Sz¢ Ay O2YoAylF A2y 6AGK 3ANIyld FdzyRa FTNRY

As an example, consider a project of improvements shown below. This is an illustrationtpdeselely
for comparison and does not necessarily represent any local intent to pursue bonding as means of

financing.
Example Project Total Cost $1,000,000
Assume State of Michigan Grant $500,000

50%Local Match for Grant (by bonding) $500,000
Estimaed annual bond debt cost at 4.5%,
Over 10 years $63,200 per year
Over 15 years $46,555 per year

Parallel Action Programs

The primary need in Big Prairie Township, and the surroundingimgeneral, for the CampgroundV

parks operated by thed?k Commission is not to address a lack of open space or greenway space.

Rather, the need for supplemental funding to reconstruct aging infrastructure at these beautiful

facilities, which to a large extent, serve mostly people from outside the townshipislmespect, Big

Bend and OxbowlpNJ] & Fdzy Ol A2y & aNBIA2Yy I ¢ LI NJa GKIFEG NI
significant benefits to the local economy.

Public Participation
Copies of meeting notices and commergseivedfrom the public are incided inthe appendk section

The lack of public interest in the recreational planning is regrettable and not fully understood. It is
possible that residents appreciate what they already have and do not perceive additional needs. It may
also be true thathe visitors who are the primary users of the campgrounds and other area recreational
facilitiesdo notbelieve that it is their problem.
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APPENDIX

A. Ratification

Resolution of adoption by the Big Prairie Township Board - January 14, 2020

RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTING

A RECREATION PLAN
BIG PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN
For Big Prairie Township,
Newaygo County, M|

WHEREAS, Big Prairie Township has undertaken a planning process to determine the recreation
and natural resource conservation needs and desires of its residents during a five-year period
covering the years 2020 through 2024, and

WHEREAS, Big Prairie Township began the process of developing a community recreation plan in
accordance with the most recent guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources and
made available to local communities, and

WHEREAS, residents of the Big Prairie Township were provided with a well-advertised opportunity
during the development of the draft plan to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects
of the recreation plan, and

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable accommodations to
review the final draft plan for a period of at least 30 days, and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 14, 2020 at the Big Prairie Township Hall to
provide an opportunity for all residents of the planning area to express opinions, ask questions, and
discuss all aspects of the proposed Big Prairie Township Recreation Plan, and

WHEREAS, Big Prairie Township has developed the plan as a guideline for improving recreation
and enhancing natural resource conservation for Big Prairie Township, and

WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the Big Prairie Township Board voted to adopt said Big Prairie
Township Recreation Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE |T RESOLVED the Big Prairie Township Board hereby adopts the Big
Prairie Township Recreation Plan.

Yeas: \ > @ ;:\\/\\‘ - PN _ \N\en Qoo Tty K =i

Nays o>

Absent (3 L Laul

I, Judith Baker, Clerk of Big Prairie Township,
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true
and original copy of a resolution adopted by
the Big Prairie Township Board at a Regular
Meeting thereof held on the 14th day of
January, 2020

NiaBBae. Wase
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Resolution of adoption by the Big Prairie Township Park Commission - January 14, 2020

RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTING
A RECREATION PLAN

BIG PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN
For Big Prairie Township,
Newaygo County, MI

WHEREAS, the Big Prairie Township Board and the Big Prairie Township Park Commission have
undertaken a planning process to determine the recreation and natural resource conservation needs
and desires of its residents and patrons during a five-year period covering the years 2020 through
2024, and

WHEREAS, the Big Prairie Township Board and the Big Prairie Township Park Commission began
the process of developing a community recreation plan in accordance with the most recent
guidelines developed by the Department of Natural Resources and made available to local
communities, and

WHEREAS, residents of the Big Prairie Township were provided with a well-advertised opportunity
during the development of the draft plan to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects
of the recreation plan, and

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable accommodations to
review the final draft plan for a period of at least 30 days, and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 14, 2020 during the regular Big Prairie Township
Board meeting to provide an opportunity for all residents of the planning area to express opinions,
ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the proposed Big Prairie Township Recreation Plan, and

WHEREAS, the Big Prairie Township Board and the Big Prairie Township Park Commission have
developed the plan as a guideline for improving recreation and enhancing natural resource
conservation for Big Prairie Township, and

WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the Big Prairie Township Board voted to adopt said Big Prairie
Township Recreation Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Big Prairie Township Park Commission hereby adopts
the Big Prairie Township Recreation Plan.

Yeas: S Nays: Absent: 2

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true
and original copy of a resolution adopted by
the Big Prairie Township Park Commission at
a Regular Meeting thereof held on the 14th
day of January, 2020.

(&g%/@),(ﬂtle)

J
Chaly s o,
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Letter transmitting adopted plan to Newaygo County

January 17, 2019

Nick Smith, Director

Newaygo County Parks & Recreation Commission
4684 Evergreen Drive

Newaygo, M1 49337

Dear Mr. Smith,

Pursuant to the requirements of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for the development of
a community park and recreation plan, | am pleased to notify you of the recently adopted Big Prairie
Township Recreation Plan, 2020-2024. if you would like to view the plan, it is available online, at
www.wmsrdc.org/publications.

Please contact me at (231) 689-1250 if you have any questions or concerns.

S'”Cefe's W

David Wright, Supervisor
Big Prairie Township
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Letter transmitting adopted plan to the West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development
Commission

45| Page







































